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​World Primary Immunodeficiency Week 2026: Shifting from Visibility to Action​
​with "We Can’t Wait" Campaign​

​Global advocacy campaign calls on policymakers and healthcare professionals to​
​close the gap between diagnosis and treatment for 6 million people worldwide.​

​From 22–29 April 2026, World Primary Immunodeficiency Week (WPIW) returns with​
​a decisive new mandate: “We Can’t Wait.” Building on the foundations of the 2025​
​"See the Unseen" initiative, this year’s campaign moves beyond raising awareness​
​to driving tangible systemic change in the diagnosis and care of Primary​
​Immunodeficiencies.​

​Primary Immunodeficiencies comprise over 550 chronic genetic conditions affecting​
​the immune system. While an estimated 6 million people live with these conditions​
​globally, a staggering 70–90% remain undiagnosed. For those who are identified, a​
​several year diagnostic delay often leads to preventable severe complications and​
​poor health outcomes.​

​From Insight to Impact​

​The 2026 theme, "We Can’t Wait," serves as a rallying cry for the next chapter of the​
​WPIW story. The campaign focuses on two critical groups capable of enacting​
​change:​

​●​ ​Healthcare Professionals (HCPs): Empowering frontline General Practitioners​
​and specialists with role-specific resources to turn clinical uncertainty into​
​confident, early diagnosis.​

​●​ ​Policymakers: Integrate Primary Immunodeficiencies into national policy​
​frameworks, including rare disease plans, and ensure that diagnostic tools​
​and treatments - already included in the WHO Essential Diagnostics List and​
​the WHO Essential Medicines List - are reflected in national essential lists to​
​guarantee patient access and reimbursement.​

​“Being seen is not enough. Too many are still waiting - for a diagnosis, for treatment,​
​and for the support they deserve,” said a Steering Committee spokesperson. “In​
​2026, we are turning powerful stories into policy and compassion into clinical​
​confidence. We are arming changemakers with the tools to build a better future​
​because, for our patients, care can’t wait”.​

​Campaign Highlights & Activities​

​The 2026 campaign introduces dynamic new ways to engage the global community:​
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​●​ ​A powerful two-minute animated film that contrasts life with and without​
​diagnosis, serving as the campaign’s emotional anchor to illustrate the​
​urgency of systemic change.​

​●​ ​"Before and After" Stories: Lived-experience testimonials showcasing the​
​transformative impact of timely treatment and cross-sector collaboration to​
​provide human-centred evidence for reform.​

​●​ ​Actionable Resources: A central digital hub featuring downloadable posters,​
​educational materials, and practical tools designed to help members of the​
​public, HCPs and patient groups drive local impact.​

​Unlike many rare diseases, effective treatments for Primary Immunodeficiencies​
​already exist. World PI Week 2026 aims to demonstrate that prioritizing early​
​intervention not only saves lives but also reduces long-term healthcare costs by​
​preventing hospitalizations.​

​Visit​​www.worldpiweek.org​​to join the global effort.​​Access the hero animation,​
​download the 2026 social media toolkit, and learn how you can help turn insight into​
​impact.​

​ENDS​

​Notes To Editors​

​For interview requests, images, or further information, contact:​
​info@worldpiweek.org​

​About World Primary Immunodeficiency Week​

​World PI Week is an annual event, but activities run all year round.​

​The World PI Week mission is to raise awareness of primary immunodeficiencies​
​and advocate for improved access to diagnosis and treatment. By uniting patient​
​groups, healthcare professionals, policy-makers, families and the general public, the​
​campaign aims to uncover the hidden realities of these conditions.​

​The campaign is run by a Steering Committee, comprising of representatives from a​
​global network of patient advocacy groups. The campaign activities are funded​
​through sponsorship agreements with external organisations.​

​Visit the World PI Week website:​​https://worldpiweek.org/​
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